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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, and seek His 
aid and forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evil of our 
souls, and from our bad deeds. Whomsoever Allah guides none 
can misguide, and whomsoever Allah leaves to go astray none can 
guide. | testify that there is none worthy of worship except Allah, 
alone with no partners. And | testify that our Prophet Muhammad 
is His slave and messenger. May Allah's peace and blessings be 
upon him, as well as his family and companions in abundance. 


Amma ba‘d:!2! 


O Slaves of Allah! Fear Allah as He deserves to be feared, 
and be conscious of Him in secret and in open. 


Ayyuhal-Muslimun:!B! 


Allah created mankind and made some of them more 
virtuous than others. The best of people and those most beloved 
to Allah are His prophets, followed by the companions of our 
Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon 
him). The best of women and the most honourable of them in the 
sight of Allah are the Prophet's wives (may Allah's peace and 
blessings be upon him), and the most beloved of his wives to him 
was Aishah — the Mother of the Believers (may Allah be pleased 
with her). 


It is Allah’s established way that He tests those whom He 


(1) This khutbah was delivered in Al-Masjid An-Nabawi on Friday the 21° of Rajab 
1445 AH. 

7] Translator's note: "Amma ba‘d" is a phrase used to separate between the 
introduction and the topic of the sermon. It can be translated as: "To proceed". 

Bl Translator's note: "Ayyuhal-Muslimun" is an address meaning: "O Muslims". 
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loves. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) 
was asked, “Who among the people faces the most severe 
afflictions?” He replied, “The Prophets, then the next best [of the 
people].” Narrated by At-Tirmidhi. In the sixth year after the 
Hijrah'*!, the Muslims faced a great trial which Allah made a test 
for the entire Ummah until the Day of Judgment. This was when 
the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) 
returned from the expedition of Banu Mustaliq and Aishah (may 
Allah be pleased with her) was with him. As they approached 
Madinah, the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings 
be upon him) announced his intention to continue travelling at 
night, and Aishah got up to attend to her personal matters. She 
walked until she went passed the army. Then she returned but she 
had lost her necklace. She went back to search for it in the place 
where she had lost it. They lifted her howdah (the carriage placed 
on the back of a camel) and continued their journey, unaware that 
she was not inside; due to her being very light. Aishah (may Allah 
be pleased with her), said, “I was a young girl at the time.” After 
the army had moved on, she found the necklace and stayed in her 
place, thinking that they would realise that she was missing and 
come back for her. She then fell asleep. 


The companion Safwan ibn al-Muattal (may Allah be 
pleased with him) was known for sleeping a lot, and so he fell 
behind the army. In the morning he set out to catch up to them, 
and on the way he saw the figure of a sleeping person. He 
approached and realised it was Aishah (may Allah be pleased with 
her). He turned his face away from her and said, “Indeed, we 
belong to Allah and to Him we shall return.” She was woken up by 


M Translator's note: The "Hijrah" refers to the migration of the Prophet 
Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) from Makkah to 
Madinah. 
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his statement. She said, “I covered my face with my cloak, and by 
Allah, he did not speak a word to me, nor did | hear anything from 
him except his statement: ‘Indeed, we belong to Allah and to Him 
we shall return’.” Ibn Al-Athir (may Allah have mercy on him) said, 
“Safwan was a brave, noble man.” He then made his camel kneel 
down so Aishah could get on, and then he led the camel — [walking 
ahead of it] until they reached the army at noon. Shaykh al-Islam 
(may Allah have mercy on him) said, “Her journey with him was 
better than her remaining lost.” 


When Abdullah ibn Ubayy ibn Salul — the leader of the 
hypocrites — saw that Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) had 
fallen behind the army, he spoke evil regarding the pure prophetic 
household. When he arrived in Madinah, he began to spread and 
publicise the slander against the honourable and chaste Aishah 
(may Allah be pleased with her) in various forms. 


The response of most of the believers was: 


Se BS A 


[Glory be to You (O Allah)! This is a great lie.) 
[An-Nur: 16] 


This is because there was nothing doubtful that took 
place. Rather, it was just a case of a young woman losing the group 
she was travelling with. Adh-Dhahabi (may Allah have mercy on 
him) said, “She was twelve years old at that time.” Therefore, a 
companion was kind to her and returned her to them. 


When Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) arrived in 
Madinah, she fell ill and stayed in her house for almost a month. 
She was unaware of what was being said about her, except that 
she noticed that she was not receiving the usual kindness from the 
Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) that he 
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would have towards her when she was sick. She said, “It caused 
doubt in my mind, during my sickness, that | did not see the same 
kindness from the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be 
upon him) that | used to see when | fell ill. He would only enter, 
give greetings, and ask those around her: ‘How is she?’". 


After she recovered somewhat from her illness, Umm 
Mistah (may Allah be pleased with her) informed her about the 
statements of the slanderers. Aishah (may Allah be pleased with 
her) said, “Then | became even more sick [due to the rumours].” 
When the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 
upon him) entered upon her, she asked: “Do you give me 
permission to go to my parents?” She said, “At that time, | wanted 
to confirm the news from them. The Messenger of Allah (may 
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) granted me permission. 
| came to my parents and said to my mother, ‘O my mother, what 
are the people talking about?”” Thus, she informed her of what 
they were saying. 


The tribulation intensified for Aishah due to this 
accusation regarding her chastity. This is because the most 
valuable possession a woman has after her faith is her dignity; for 
that is her honour and beauty. She said, “So I cried for two nights 
and a day and my tears would not stop, and | couldn't sleep due 
to extreme sadness. My parents thought that all the crying would 
cause my liver to burst.” 


The greatness of this false accusation and slander caused 
the believing women to weep. Aishah (may Allah be pleased with 
her), said, “While my parents were sitting with me and | was 
crying, a woman from the Ansar sought permission to enter and | 
allowed her to come in. She sat down and started crying.” 


And as for our Prophet Muhammad (may Allah’s peace 
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and blessings be upon him), he was deeply concerned and 
remained silent, not speaking to anyone regarding the matter of 
the slander. The distress intensified for him when revelation was 
withheld from him for a month, and nothing was revealed to him 
during that time. He called Ali ibn Abi Talib and Usama ibn Zaid 
(may Allah be pleased with them) — who were among the most 
knowledgeable people about his household — seeking their advice 
about potentially separating from Aishah. He asked a maid in 
Aishah's house, “O Barirah, have you noticed anything which 
made you suspicious of her?” He also asked the Mother of the 
Believers, Zainab bint Jahsh (may Allah be pleased with her), 
“What do you know [about Aishah] and what have you seen?” 
None of them found any fault with her. 


Then he entered upon Aishah while her parents were with 
her, he greeted them, then he sat down. She thought that he 
would inform her about the lies of the slanderers. She said, “The 
Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 
said the testimony of faith when he sat down, and then he said: 
‘To proceed: O Aishah, | have received such and such information 
about you. If you are innocent, Allah will prove your innocence. 
If you have committed a sin, seek forgiveness from Allah and 
repent to Him. When a servant confesses to a sin and repents, 
Allah accepts his repentance.”” After the Messenger of Allah (may 
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) finished his speech, she 
said — due to the fright of what she heard: “My tears dried up until 
| could not feel a single drop.” 


When she saw the situation, she turned to her father for 
help. She said to him, “Answer the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s 
peace and blessings be upon him) on my behalf.” He replied, “By 
Allah, | do not know what to say to the Messenger of Allah (may 
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him).” Then she sought the 
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compassion of her mother, and said to her, “Answer the 
Messenger of Allah regarding what he said (may Allah’s peace and 
blessings be upon him) on my behalf.” She replied, “By Allah, | do 
not know what to say to the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s 
peace and blessings be upon him).” 


So she turned to the One in the heavens and entrusted her 
affair to Him. She said to them, “By Allah, | have indeed come to 
know that you have heard about this, until it settled in your hearts 
and you believed it. So if | were to say to you, ‘I am innocent’ — 
and Allah knows that | am innocent — you would not believe me. 
But if | were to confess to you about something, — and Allah knows 
that | am innocent — you would believe me. And verily, by Allah, | 
cannot find for myself or for you any example except what the 
father of Yusuf [Prophet Ya’qub (peace be ipep him)] said: 


(Dig A A y 


[Patience is most fitting. And Allah is the one sought for 
help against that which you describe.} [Yusuf: 18] 


Then | turned and lay on my bed.” 


He protected her religion, and guarded her chastity; so she 
was certain that Allah would defend her and she had good 
thoughts about Him. She said, “By Allah, at that moment | knew 
that | was innocent, and Allah would declare my innocence.” So 
Allah fulfilled her good thoughts of Him. She said, “By Allah, the 
Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) 
did not stand, nor did any member of the household leave until 
Allah (Exalted and Mighty is He) sent down revelation to His 
Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him). The 
revelation finished and the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace 
and blessings be upon him) was smiling. The first words he said 
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were, “Rejoice, O Aishah, for Allah has declared your innocence.” 


Due to Aishah's obedience to Allah, He protected and 
aided her, and preserved the mention of her chastity [in the 
Quran]. Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) said, "By Allah, | 
never thought that any revelation which is recited would be sent 
down concerning me. | saw myself to be too insignificant for Allah 
to speak about me with something that would be recited [in the 
Quran]." Allah, the Almighty, made manifest the status and 
honourable rank held by the Messenger and his household His 
sight. He Himself took the responsibility of defending and 
protecting them. It became clear to the Ummah how affectionate 
their lord was with them, and His concern for their affairs. As for 
the leader of the hypocrites who spread and publicised the 
slander, Allah has threatened him with a great punishment. Allah 
(may He be glorified) said: 


Gs Elie A 29, Z sills 
{As for he who took upon himself the greater portion 
thereof - for him is a great punishment} [An-Nur: 11] 
Wa Ba‘d!>!, Ayyuhal-Muslimun: 


In the sight of Allah, it was extremely serious that such 
things were said about the wife of His Messenger. Allah (the Most 
High) said: 


(it Íi e KE 


{You thought it was insignificant while it was (extremely) 
serious in the sight of Allah} [An-Nur: 15] 


5 Translator's note: When coming at the end of a sermon, this phrase can be 
understood to mean: "To conclude". 
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The hypocrisy that existed in the time of prophethood 
was solely intended to defame the message. Ibn al-Qayyim (may 
Allah have mercy on him) said, “Indeed, the Messenger of Allah 
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) was the one 
intended by this harm, and this story is a test and trial for His 
Messenger (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and for 
the entire Ummah until the Day of Resurrection, in order to 
elevate some people through this story and lower others." 


Hardship is followed by relief, and a believer attains 
goodness through adversity. Allah says: 


ES 


DATE ipa as Yo 


[Do not think this is bad for you. Rather, it is good for you} 
[An-Nur: 11] 


This was the outcome for Aishah (may Allah be pleased 
with her), as Allah revealed verses about her that will be recited 
until the Day of Resurrection. She was raised above all other 
women because of her virtues. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace 
and blessings be upon him) said, “Verily, the virtue of Aishah over 
other women is like the virtue of tharid (a dish composed of 
meat and bread) over other foods.” (Agreed upon). Allah granted 
her an extremely high level of intelligence, sharp memory, and 
extensive knowledge. She narrated more hadiths from the 
Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) than the 
narrations of all the Rightly Guided Caliphs (i.e. Abu Bakr, Umar, 
Uthman and Ali) combined. This is because they were preoccupied 
[with leading the Ummah], and they passed away before her; not 
because they did not hear much [from the Prophet (may Allah's 
peace and blessings be upon him). Rather, Aishah transmitted a 
quarter of the hadiths pertaining to the Shariah to this Ummah. 
Ibn Kathir (may Allah have mercy on him) said, “There was no one 
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in all the nations like Aishah, in terms of her memorisation, 
knowledge, eloquence, and intellect. She surpassed all the women 
of the Ummah in knowledge and wisdom. She was blessed with 
understanding of jurisprudence and vast memorisation of poetry. 
She was a vessel of Islamic knowledge.” 


And Allah made it obligatory for everyone to love her. The 
Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said to 
Fatimah (may Allah be pleased with her), “O my daughter, Do you 
not love what | love?” She replied, “Yes, of course.” He said, 
“Therefore, love Aishah.” (Agreed upon). The Prophet (may 
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) passed away whilst 
leaning on her chest, on her day, in her house. She is his wife in 
this world and the Hereafter. Is there any greater honour than 
that? 


A‘udhu billahi min ash-shaytanir-rajim!*! 
SMS A A e ELS JS aah As A Rs LH Gp 
62, 
[And whoever of you devoutly obeys Allah and His 
Messenger and does good, We will grant her double the reward, 


and We have prepared for her an honourable provision.) 
[Al-Ahzab: 31] 


IR) Translator's note: This phrase means: "I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed 
Shaytan". 
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The Second Sermon 


All praise is to Allah for His excellence and kindness, and 
gratitude is due to Him for His guidance and favours. | testify that 
there is none worthy of worship except Allah alone having no 
partners, glorifying Him; and | testify that Muhammad is His slave 
and messenger, may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him, as 
well as his family and companions in abundance. 


Ayyuhal-Muslimun: 


After the incident of slander, Allah admonished the 
believers with various words of advice, which are principles for 
safeguarding one's own honour and the honour of others. He said: 


22 9 2 2% Fase 
ne BS ol a 1355 ol BI Esp 
{Allah forbids you from ever doing something like this 
again, if you are believers.} [An-Nur: 17] 


Among those pieces of advice is to only think good of the 
people of goodness and chastity. Allah (glorified be He) said: 


& La 2 US sl CEA 45 SS 137 
[Why, when you heard it, did not the believing men and 


believing women think good of themselves [i.e. one another] and 
say, “This is a clear slander”?) [An-Nur: 12] 


If any corrupt suspicions — from the whispers of the 
Shaytan and one’s imagination — settle in one's mind, they should 
not be spoken of. Allah ey: He be exalted) said: 


632 KE NA AGE tr ie 
{And why did you not, when you heard it, say: "It is not 
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right for us to speak of this”?) [An-Nur: 16] 


When the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 
upon him) asked Zainab bint Jahsh about Aishah (may Allah be 
pleased with them both), Allah protected Zainab by means of her 
piety; and she said, “O Messenger of Allah, | would not claim to 
have heard or seen something that | did not hear or see. By Allah, 
| do not know anything but good about her.” 


Whoever safeguards their hearing and tongue from 
harming the honour of Muslims will attain happiness, tranquillity 
of the heart, and the pleasure of the Lord of the worlds. 


Thereafter, know that Allah has commanded you... 
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